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Tess Hemmila– Staff Writer
After a long period of waiting, North Korea 
has officially committed to participation in the 
2018 Winter Olympics. The games are being 
held in neighboring South Korea’s city of 
Pyeongchang.
In the spirit of unity and peace, North and 
South Korea will be permitted to march 
together under the name “Korea” at the Opening 
Ceremony, according to the International 
Olympic Committee. In addition, North Korea 
will send 12 players to unite with the South 
Korean Women’s Hockey team of 23 players. 
The hockey team will compete under the 
Korean Unification Flag and be referred to as 
Korea.
“We need somewhere where it’s not all about 
opposing governments,” said Political Science 
professor Jeff Taylor. “I see this as a way of 
saying, on a human level, that through sports we 
can acknowledge what we have in common.”
Many are hoping that the 2018 Winter 
Olympics may be helpful in relieving some of 
North and South Korean Olympians will march under one flag 
the tension between the North and South. In an 
act of what has been termed “sports diplomacy,” 
the International Olympic Committee has 
allowed a total of 22 North Korean athletes 
to participate despite missing the deadline to 
register athletes.
Some of the most anticipated North Korean 
athletes to attend the Seoul Olympics are figure 
skaters Ryom Tae-ok and Kim Ju-sik. The pair 
placed 15th at the world skating championships 
last year and are “expected to represent the 
height of sporting aspirations for North Korea,” 
according to The New York Times.
“The Olympic spirit is about respect, dialogue 
and understanding,” said International Olympic 
Committee President Thomas Bach. “The 
Olympic Winter Games PyeongChang 2018 are 
hopefully opening the door to a brighter future 
on the Korean peninsula, and inviting the world 
to join in a celebration of hope.”
North Korea has had turbulent relations with 
their southern neighbors in the past. South 
Korea has been repeatedly selected to host major 
sporting events over North Korea. According to 
The New York Times, choosing Seoul as the 
location for the 1988 Summer Olympics was 
seen by North Korea as “an affront to their 
national dignity.”
In response, the North “shunned” the 1988 
Games and attempted to sabotage them via a 
terrorist attack on a Korean Air plane which 
killed all 115 passengers. Despite the attack, the 
The Diamond would like to thank Lydia Marcus and Ellen Dengah for their services the past few years. As a 
staff, we wish you both luck in your life after grdauation and cannot wait to see where the Lord directs you. 
Allison Wordes– Staff Writer
Bringing in the Women’s Voices 
Each poster yells, pouts or insists upon the 
rights of women. Each one defies expectations 
of Cuban women—why should they be chained 
to cooking or cleaning, when they have the 
rights to be free?
Art professor David Versluis, who’s been at 
Dordt since 2001, learned of the showcasing 
art exhibit last year in Chicago from a fellow 
graphic designer.
Dordt applied the labels to the artwork—the 
original show did not include them.
“Studies have shown that an artwork’s labels 
give it legitimacy,” Versluis said. The posters, 
being posters, are able to communicate a lot on 
their own. However, adding English subtitles 
for Spanish posters and vice versa allowed for 
clarification in viewing.
“The poster is an important vehicle for the 
public to communicate in Cuba,” Versluis said.
In 1959, when Fidel Castro came to power, 
thousands of posters were commissioned by 
the government to communicate his vision of a 
socialist society. While those such posters were 
commissioned by the government, these posters 
are done by women in collaboration from two 
different institutions—Purdue University and 
the Instituto Superior de Diseňo in Havana, 
Cuba.
“It was striking how differently many of the 
student artists took the theme,” said sophomore 
Retasya Badudu. She appreciated how the 
gallery portrayed social issues, such as the 
woman chained to certain domestic tasks. Not 
all of the posters imply negative attitudes about 
women, however. Women are also esteemed, 
and, being 65 percent of the workforce, 
immensely valuable in their communities.
As one poster suggested, women wear a 
variety of shoes in their lifestyles. Still, women 
have a singularly important role—as one poster 
depicting the queen chess piece suggested: 
“Without her, nothing makes sense.”
“The imagery is strong,” Badudu said. “You 
walk in there, and you walk out with many 
different thoughts.”
“This exhibit is really out there, for Dordt,” 
said Emily Wicker, sophomore graphic design 
major. It’s combination of Spanish and English 
also added to the depth of the meaning for 
Wicker, a Spanish minor.
The gallery debuted in 2016 and has since 
been traveling around the country, visiting large 
and small institutions from the art metropolis 
that is Chicago to the small campus of Dordt.
Somehow, having graphic designers tackle 
these issues allows them to be more acceptable 
in the community, according to Versluis. 
Graphic design is such a different medium 
from painting or sculpture, and it utilizes basic 
1988 Seoul Olympics continued as planned and 
were highly successful.
Other Dordt faculty members have come to the 
same conclusion about the present interactions 
between to two countries.
“I think that if sports can be used to work 
towards a more perfect peace, then I’m all for 
it,” said English professor Howard Schaap. 
geometry and color to simplify stark ideas.
The students from the Graphic Design III 
class are adding to the poster craze by creating 
their own renditions of the women’s posters to 
hang around campus.
There isn’t any disclaimer posted on the 
gallery entrance stating that Dordt doesn’t 
agree with the ideas portrayed in the gallery. 
However, visitors tend to be aware that there are 
still controversial topics that even those of the 
Reformed perspective do not agree on.
“[Even] Within our Reformed institution, 
there is room for a kind of common grace,” 
Versluis said.
He said we should not block it off, or refuse 
to deal with it. It should start a conversation at 
Dordt that allows understanding and freedom 
for women, both in Cuba and in the U.S.
A public reception will be held Feb. 7, from 




Tess Hemmila– Staff Writer
The New California movement is gaining 
support to sever California into two separate 
states. A large section of the coastal counties and 
the county of Sacramento have been selected to 
remain as California, while the rest of the state 
would become “New California,” and form the 
51st state.
Robert Paul Preston and Tom Reed are the 
founders of the New California movement. 
According to the New California website, 
the current state of California has become 
“ungovernable” due to their large size and the 
resulting decrease of “essential basic services” 
including law enforcement, water resource 
management, education, and many more 
grievances.
“Well, it’s been ungovernable for a long 
time—high taxes, education, you name it...
We’re rated around 48th or 50th from a business 
climate and standpoint in California,” Preston 
said in an interview with CBS News.
The founders have called Article IV Section 3 
of the U.S. Constitution into play as justification 
for their desire to establish a new state. This 
legislation will allow the state to split in a way 
that is similar to the way West Virginia was 
formed.
The campaign hopes to separate the largely 
liberal coastal counties from the more 
conservative inland counties of California. The 
state of California has voted “blue” for the last 
seven elections, according to Huffington Post. 
Prepare for two California’s 
Conservatives in rural California are largely 
outnumbered by the massive liberal population 
in California’s major cities of Los Angeles, San 
Diego, and San Francisco.
“An important part of democracy is having 
representation for everyone,” said sophomore 
Tristan Verduzco, a resident of Los Angeles 
County. “If people have lived in California their 
whole lives and never felt represented, that’s a 
problem.”
Despite the need for representation of all 
citizens, many residents are displeased by the 
proposed splitting of their state.
“I understand the desire to be heard as 
a conservative growing up in California,” 
Verduzco said. “But this goes directly against 
unity, it would divide people even more.”
Even those who do not reside in the state agree 
that this proposition would not be beneficial to 
the country.
“When you live in a democracy, not everyone 
can get their way,” said Dordt History Professor 
Paul Fessler. “We’re built on compromise.”
“The New California” is just one of many 
efforts to divide the state. In 2014, an 
unsuccessful attempt to split California into six 
separate states was led by Silicon Valley venture 
capitalist Tim Draper, according to CBS News.
“There are movements like this that have 
popped up in different places and at different 
times,” said Fessler, “The last time it was 
successful was West Virginia during the Civil 
War.” 
Zach Steensma– Staff Writer
Imagine walking into a grocery store: entering 
through the doors, list in hand, scaning aisles 
and browsing shelves in search of specific 
items. After finding each item, shoppers have 
permission to walk right out.
It all seems normal, and it is… except there 
are no cashiers, checkout lines or self-checkout 
stations to be found. People just walked out of 
the store without physically exchanging any 
money; and yet, they did not shoplift. This is the 
grocery store of the future, and it is now open.
Monday, Jan. 22, Amazon, Inc. opened their 
single-location “Amazon Go” store to the public 
for the first time since the experimental grocery 
outlet first opened to employees in late 2016. 
The Seattle store features an entirely checkout 
free system.
Customers walk in with their smartphones, 
using the “Amazon Go” app. Once inside, 
a tracking system, made up of a series of 
cameras and sensors, is able to determine which 
individual customers remove which items 
from the weight sensitive shelves, and then 
automatically charges any removed items to the 
customers’ Amazon accounts upon exiting the 
store.
As one might imagine, purchasing groceries 
Amazon walk out grocery 
store opens to the public 
from a robot store does not come without some 
technical difficulties. Amazon has spent the 
past year working out issues with the system to 
ensure customers can avoid accidental charges 
and unintended theft.
While the actual transactions are fully 
automated, there are still human employees 
who stock shelves and perform other tasks.
“It all sounds pretty cool. Really, this 
is just another step in the long history of 
humans replacing a task with machinery and 
technology,” said junior Daniel Seaman, former 
food service employee. “Plus, it’s not like there 
are no employees or jobs left in the store.”
Still, the system raises some eyebrows when it 
comes to tracking, privacy and—of course—the 
economic consequences of automation.
“Our growing dependence on technology 
is going to be a major issue going forward,” 
said junior Engineering major Adam Galloy. 
“People will need to adapt as jobs are replaced.”
There is little doubt that Amazon will continue 
to refine their system and open more stores in 
the future. Although no official numbers have 
been released as of yet, the opening of the store 
and the further development of the technology 
spells uncertainty for America’s cashiers and 
the future of shopping. 
Evangeline Colarossi– Staff Writer
People crack open a fictional novel when they 
want something exciting to read. They know 
what they are reading is not always real. When 
people look at newspapers, they want to think 
what they are reading is the truth. But in a time 
when everyone can be a reporter, who can be 
trusted?
With the use of the internet, it has become a 
lot easier for anyone to share news. This can 
be helpful and dangerous. It may be nice to 
share news of family or an event, but it can also 
portray reporters as biased and untrustworthy.
The ability to share anything as “news” has 
degraded the news industry. Someone who 
earned a degree in journalism can have their 
truest articles overlooked while a blogger can 
post something and have it shared by thousands. 
Anyone can share the news online, given a 
social media platform. They can write their own 
articles, share their opinions, and include as 
much or as little research as they want.
When reading an article, not every news 
consumer is thinking about the truth of the 
piece. If people do not know the validity of the 
author they are reading, why should they accept 
that the news to which we are exposed is the 
full truth?
For journalists, it is not only their job but their 
obligation to share the truth with people. They 
are meant to hold powerful people accountable 
and keep the people aware of what is being done 
“Don’t trust everything you 
read.” 
in their society.
This means that yes, the news will not always 
be cheery and have front-page articles about 
the kind acts that are being done in the world. 
This also means that people should not have to 
thumb through a newspaper wondering if the 
same articles could be in a tabloid.
According to a survey completed by Media 
Insights Project, only 17% of the public agree 
that the news media is accurate. An opinion-
based blog is not the same as an article that a 
journalist thoroughly researched and wrote. 
Americans have freedom of speech, which—
for better or worse—means they can write 
whatever they want, researched or not. Still, 
the people deserve to know if what they read is 
accurate and trustworthy.
Good journalists are willing to expose the 
truth, even if no one wants to hear it. They are 
skeptical enough about things to fully research 
a topic before publishing. A good journalist 
should take an issue and drag a fine-tooth comb 
through it, searching for any tangles that could 
affect the truth. But as flawed humans, not every 
journalist will do so.
Yes, there are reasons to disregard the 
accuracy of the news. And yes, there are reasons 
to trust that what is published in a paper has 
been researched and written about truthfully. In 
the end, it is up to the reader to decide if their 
source for news is one in which they can place 
trust. 
Theatre students experience 
a week of competition and 
festivities
Zachary Sanford -- Staff Writer
Last week, the Dordt Theatre department sent 
14 students to the Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival (KCACTF)in Des 
Moines. It was the 50th anniversary of the 
American College Theater Festival. 
Dordt College and surrounding areas 
(colleges) are in Region 5, the largest of the 
regions in the country, at over 2,000 participants.
“It was exciting seeing what everyone in 
the region was working on and gain more 
experience to use for our own productions,” 
senior Ben Kuiper said.
ACTF invites students to showcase their 
talent for acting in musicals and plays, along 
with their makeup, set, lighting and other 
designs. Anything original that students create 
for theatrical purposes can be presented and 
even awarded. 
The Irene Ryan acting competition is 
specifically for those nominated for superior 
acting in college productions. The eight Dordt 
“Ryans” and other Dordt attendees got to meet 
their fellow festival-goers and tour the city 
while on their trip. On Monday, all “Ryans” 
from throughout the region performed their 
monologue and duet scenes with their partners 
in front of judges and competitors. The top 60 
nominees—out of over 300—moved onto the 
semifinal round. Sixteen of those semifinalists 
moved on to finals.
Kuiper and his scene partner, junior Bethany 
Van Eps, made it to the semifinal round.
On top of the rush of adrenalin that the 
competition inspired, the festival offered 
workshops and shows for people to attend. 
Plays included Antigone, Gruesome Playground 
Injuries, She Kills Monsters, a Drag Show and 
several more. There was even a Stage Crew 
Showdown.
Workshops offered a hands-on experience for 
students wanting to learn more about specific 
techniques, try new things and get involved in a 
new type of theater. 
“I loved hanging out with all my peeps,” 
said sophomore Kaitlyn Baljeu. “Seeing all the 
shows and productions put on by other schools 
[and] expanding my knowledge as a potential 
designer by being able to critique and appreciate 
different elements of tech design.” 
Baljeu presented her graphic design for Silent 
Sky at the festival’s design expo.
Two Dordt students were nominated for their 
designs: Sophomores Emi Stewart and Zach 
Dirksen were recognized for their respective 
projection and props work for A Wrinkle in 
Time.
“[I loved] getting to discuss the shows and 
various technical aspects of them,” Van Eps 
said. “I enjoyed getting to appreciate the show 
for more than the story line.”
Even though everyone attending got a chance 
to show off their skills, the festival was also 
about the off-stage experience. Downtown Des 
Moines offered a plethora of funky restaurants, 
ice cream shops and fancy architecture. The 
Sky Walk, a key feature of downtown, provided 
shelter from the cold Iowa winter weather.
“One of my most favorite moments was all 
of us eating together at Spaghetti Works,” said 
senior Erica Liddle. “Sitting in the middle of the 
table, looking down to the left and to the right 
and seeing everyone eating and laughing and 
enjoying each other’s company was a happy 
moment for a senior.”
The group of 14 students, ranging from 
freshman to seniors got to bond through pool 
time outside in the cold, eating at Fuzzy’s and 
buying a vintage tricycle. 
“I love ACTF because it gives me a chance 
to explore my storytelling and story-critiquing 
abilities,” senior Annie Sears said. “ACTF puts 
me in the midst of tension, spurring me to ask a 
lot of questions without answers. In the question 
asking I become a better artist.”
The festival was bitter-sweet for seniors as 
this was their last time to compete; however, 
a bright future awaits lower classman who are 
just getting started.
“I was glad that I was able to work on the 
scene for ACTF for the first and last time as a 
Ryan partner,” said Tommy Shin, who is headed 
back to Korea this semester. “It was great to 
watch other people’s scenes and support each 
other.”
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Zach Steensma– Staff Writer
Saturday, Jan. 20, marked the one-year 
anniversary of the inauguration of Donald 
J. Trump as the 45th President of the United 
States. But whatever amount of attention that 
anniversary would have garnered was shrouded 
by a different branch of the federal government: 
the legislative branch.
At 12:00am EST, the U.S. government 
officially shut down after a failure to pass 
legislation for the funding of various 
government agencies.
Before the shutdown, disputes arose over a 
number of programs and policies, perhaps the 
biggest (in terms of media attention) being 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) immigration policy.
The shutdown started after Senate Democrats 
started a filibuster with hopes for an extension 
of DACA, which allows children of illegal 
immigrants or those who illegally enter the U.S. 
as minors to avoid deportation and obtain work 
permits.
“[DACA] reflects a fundamental divide in 
American society between those who embrace 
an immigration philosophy of assimilation 
and border control, versus those who support 
diversity and an open border,” said Dordt 
Political Science professor Dr. Jeff Taylor 
regarding the issue. “A majority of Americans 
lean toward the first philosophy, although 
many are willing to back some sort of amnesty 
for those here illegally, provided the border is 
controlled, including the Wall.”
DACA was established in 2012 under the 
Obama administration, as a replacement for the 
failed Development, Relief, and Education for 
Alien Minors (DREAM) Act, which addressed 
similar issues. President Trump officially 
rescinded the policy earlier this year.
During the shutdown, blame was widespread 
and inconsistent. President Trump, in a number 
of tweets, pointed the finger at Democrats for 
starting the filibuster and causing the shutdown. 
Republicans blamed Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer (D-NY) for failing to negotiate a 
resolution, with the hashtag #SchumerShutdown 
trending on twitter, alongside the popular 
#TrumpShutdown hashtag pushed by the 
Democrats, who criticized the Republicans 
for failing to pass legislation with a majority 
control of the Federal Government.
So, who really is to blame for the Government 
shutdown? The Republican majority or the 
Democratic minority? As it turns out, the 
answer is not so simple.
Dordt Prof: Government 
shutdown shows weakness 
“The Republicans have a majority in the 
Senate, but just a bare majority,” Taylor pointed 
out. “Nowadays, the minority in the Senate 
doesn’t even have to do a filibuster; all they 
have to do is threaten a filibuster and it keeps 
from the majority from moving ahead unless 
they have the 60-vote supermajority lined up.”
The shutdown lasted for around two days until 
the following Monday, when a vote was taken 
to end the shutdown and approve temporary 
funding.
“Personally, I think [the filibuster’s] a poor 
system on two counts,” Taylor said. “First, 
the practice of filibuster is not found in the 
Constitution. It is a longstanding Senate 
tradition, but if it were up to me, I would abolish 
it. Second, the majority rolls over too easily. 
If Democrats threaten to filibuster, then they 
should be forced to actually do it.”
In addition to the filibuster, policies like 
DACA (and stances on the larger issue of 
immigration) do not always neatly fall between 
party lines. To Taylor, the issue of immigration 
is a perfect example of the hidden complexity of 
the two-party system.
“Not all Republicans want a secure southern 
border. With the exception of President Trump, 
the GOP leadership in DC likes the status quo 
because it provides cheap labor and undercuts 
the possibility of unionization. This reflects an 
underlying commitment to their big-business 
funders, even though it goes against the wishes of 
their party’s conservative grassroots base,” said 
Taylor. “Democrats use humanitarian rhetoric 
in support of the Dream Act and comprehensive 
immigration reform, but corporate-funding and 
partisan-advantage motivations are also in play 
with party leaders.”
At the end of the day, government shutdowns 
“tend to be relatively minor in consequence,” 
according to Taylor. “They draw lots of media 
attention and partisan huffing-and-puffing, but 
average Americans, including the military, see 
little impact before a compromise in DC ends 
the shutdowns.”
Perhaps instead of panicking over shutdowns, 
Americans should take a closer look at the 
underlying issues behind them, including 
ethical issues surrounding lobbying and 
corporate funding.
“The federal budget process is dishonest and 
shoddy even under the best circumstances,” 
notes Taylor. “It’s no way to run a government, 
but neither party seems interested in changing 
the system.” 
Emma Stolzfus– Staff Writer
Around 50 students gathered in SB 1606 to 
learn how to become student leaders at Dordt.
The annual “Res life info night” on Jan. 24 
offered a chance for students to learn how to 
become leaders in their dorms and apartments.
The offered roles are that of Resident 
Assistant (RA), Learning Community Assistant 
(LCA), and Community Development Assistant 
(CDA). With an estimated 50 students attending 
the info night, spots are limited.
The speakers at the event included Kimberly 
Brinkerhoff, Derek Buteyn and Austin 
Lindemulder—all members of Dordt’s Student 
Services
The three spoke on the expectations they 
hold for the potential student leaders, focusing 
on their role of building learning communities 
within the walls of the dorms and apartments.
After the 45-minute presentation, students 
grabbed colored application packets from a table 
and milled around the room asking questions. 
Those seeking the LCA positions had to grab 
their applications later due to a printing error.
Brinkerhoff, Dordt’s Learning Community 
Area Coordinator, said that she is excited to 
Future Student Leaders at 
Dordt 
work with all the new students wanting to get 
involved in student leadership.
The applications further outline the roles 
required for each of the positions. RA’s should 
show up a week and a half before school starts 
and be in their dorms at the start and end of each 
break.
During the school semester, an RA will be “on 
duty” every day in each dorm from 7pm until 
the next morning at 6am. Additionally, RAs are 
expected to attend various meetings each month 
and plan events for their wings.
In a process that some call overly difficult, 
the application must be sent in by Feb. 2 and a 
referral from the student’s RA and a Dordt staff 
member by Feb. 9. Students will then be asked 
to attend interviews that will take place from 
Feb. 12 through 21.
“[Being an RA] is awesome,” said junior 
Abby Smith, a current RA in Covenant hall. 
“I get paid to love and serve others, and that’s 
cool.”
Smith’s message to the future student leaders 
around her as she looks back on the last year is, 
“You’re going to love it!” 
Evangeline Colarossi– Staff Writer
Musk shoots for the stars—or 
at least for Mars 
“Did you hear about the guy who made a 
small fortune in the space industry? He started 
with a large one.”
The man behind that joke is named Elon 
Musk, who invested his fortune from PayPal 
into funding a new company, SpaceX, and is 
setting his sights on inhabiting Mars.
Musk, an entrepreneur at a young age, started 
several companies long before he founded 
SpaceX, a spacecraft manufacturer. He wanted 
to advance rocket technology and “reinspire the 
country to go to space again.” In a TED ED talk, 
Musk asked himself, “What are the things that 
need to happen in order for the future to be an 
exciting and inspiring one?” His own answer 
was to make humans a multi-planetary species.
SpaceX was founded in 2002 with the goal 
to create the ability to support human life on 
other planets. Since then, they have become 
the only private company to deliver cargo to 
the International Space Station (ISS). Using 
their aircraft, the Dragon, they have partnered 
with NASA to continue cargo shipments to the 
ISS. Dragon took its 13th load in December, 
delivering scientific research, crew supplies and 
equipment to the ISS.
SpaceX’s current project, Falcon Heavy, had 
its first test fire on Jan. 24. After several delays 
due to equipment, other launches and the brief 
government shutdown, the company fired up 
the rocket. It lifted off launch pad 39A at the 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida, rising into 
the air and settling back onto the pad after 12 
seconds. In the following two weeks, the Falcon 
Heavy will be prepped for a real testing launch, 
set to take place on Feb. 6.
Falcon Heavy is a partially reusable rocket, 
something that is fairly new on the design front 
of space travel. Composed of three rockets 
strapped together, it can lift about 140,000 
pounds of cargo into a low earth orbit. Musk 
intends to find a way to use reusable rockets to 
transport people to Mars, the next sustainable 
life planet. He predicts that the trip could take 
between 80 and 150 days, depending on the 
orbit.
Remember Marvin the Martian from Looney 
Tunes, or perhaps green aliens drawn with huge 
black eyes? Many once wanted to be astronauts 
and see the Red Planet up close. If people are 
still interested in the 2060’s, they might get that 
chance. Musk intends to launch four spacecrafts 
in 2024 to take a crew to Mars to find the most 
reliable water sources and build a propelling 
plant to launch from during the following years.
“If we can understand how to create and 
maintain habitable spaces out of hostile, 
inhospitable places on Earth perhaps we can 
meet the needs of both preserving our own 
environment and moving beyond it,” Musk 
said.
With unbreathable air, poisonous soil and 
frozen water, Mars may not seem like the 
greatest place to move to, but SpaceX, NASA 
and China are all in pursuit of landing on Mars. 
There is no real way to tell who may reach the 
planet first. 
Emma Stolzfus– Staff Writer
On Jan. 13, phones around Hawai’i received 
alerts: “BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT 
INBOUND TO Hawai’i.” A day later, a similar 
incident occurred in Japan.
At 8:07am, Hawai’i Emergency Management 
Agency (HEMA) inadvertently sent out a 
text and automatic broadcast across TV and 
radio stations that urged the public to “SEEK 
IMMEDIATE SHELTER,” stating that “THIS 
IS NOT A DRILL.”
The next day, Japanese broadcasting 
company NHK sent out a text broadcast to their 
subscribers detailing a possible missile launch 
and a government order to evacuate and find 
shelter.
Japan’s NHK had a correction text message 
sent out in minutes, in contrast to Hawai’i’s 
38-minute turn-around time to retract the alert.
Both messages were a result of human error.
In Hawai’i’s case, Congresswoman Tulsi 
Gabbard was the first to start spreading word 
via twitter at 8:19am, informing the public that 
the alert was a mistake—twelve minutes after 
the text.
A minute later HEMA’s official account 
posted a succinct tweet: “NO missile threat to 
Hawai’i.” The message was in stark contrast to 
a post from the day before wishing the islands a 
happy “Aloha Friday” over images of orchids.
The Cold-War-era attack warning sirens that 
have been tested monthly alongside normal 
Missile alert in Hawai’i causes 
panic 
tsunami sirens since November did not go off.
The message to Hawai’i was sent inadvertently 
by a state employee during a standard drill. The 
intended internal system’s drill was instead 
sent out to the entire state. The only difference 
between the links sending the practice and real 
message is with the word “DRILL” in front of 
the link. The employee then had to confirm his 
choice after clicking the actual alert.
The event has prompted Hawai’i officials 
to rethink their warning system. Two days 
after the incident, Governor David Ige signed 
an executive order appointing Brigadier 
General Kenneth Hara to manage the revamp 
of Hawai’i’s emergency response system. 
According to a statement from HEMA, plans 
are already in place requiring two individuals 
to test or send out alert messages, and the setup 
of a cancellation message that can be sent out 
in seconds.
An employee at the broadcasting organization 
NHK was responsible for the incident in Japan. 
An online alert warning of the likely launch of a 
missile was accidentally sent out, but a second 
message was sent minutes later apologizing and 
informing the recipients of the mistake.
Amid high tensions over the last few months, 
both incidents have highlighted the tenseness 
and worry surrounding the threat of North 
Korea and their nuclear capabilities. North 
Korea launched two missiles in August and 
September of last year that flew over Japanese 
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Holly Testerman– Staff Writer
Brad Weber, thank you for your previous 
article (see Women: Don’t be passive victims 
FROM DATE OF ARTICLE). I would like to 
preface this reply by saying that I also strongly 
believe that we should train women to be 
dangerous. I myself am a pretty good shot with 
a handgun and am continuing to practice martial 
arts in order to defend myself. But before 
labelling the Weinstein sexual assault victims as 
“passive,” I think it is important to talk about 
the pressure they were under.
Sexual abuse isn’t just on the rise in 
government; it’s becoming more common on 
campuses nationwide, too. As a college student, 
many women I know have been involved in 
physically and sexually abusive relationships 
and situations. And every woman I have ever 
talked to about their experiences has said that in 
the moment, they were afraid to say “no.”
Our abusers weren’t a random man on the 
street; they were boyfriends, best friends or 
family members we knew and loved. We often 
feared that our abuser would be displeased or 
become more aggressive. Our abuser often 
became so physically controlling and so 
isolating that they took away our psychological 
ability to say “no.” And so, though each of these 
women never said yes, we couldn’t say “no.” 
We never had a choice in the first place.
We are not passive. We are trapped. We 
are trapped in relationships where it is less 
terrifying to be violated than to say “no.” We 
Women: We’re Trapped, not 
Passive 
are trapped in a reporting system that doesn’t 
believe us, thereby tightening the chains of our 
psychological prisons. And we live in a society 
where women are only just being taught that 
they have control over their bodies.
All these forces say that we can’t take a 
joke, that we had it coming, that we shouldn’t 
have shown that skin if we didn’t want it to 
be touched, that we should have fought back. 
But the cold hard truth is that you will never 
understand the paralysis-inducing terror of 
looking into the eyes of a man who only sees 
you as an object to be beaten and broken until 
it’s happened to you.
What I’m saying is that saying “no” is not 
clear-cut. It’s not just a matter of a well-placed 
punch (as much as I wish it were). Defending 
oneself from sexual assault is a complicated 
issue, and I don’t claim to have covered the 
extent of it. But before we can defend ourselves, 
we have to break the abusive psychological 
chains that say that we are less than a person 
and that we don’t have the right to stand up for 
ourselves and our bodies.
Ladies, by all means, learn a martial art or 
carry a gun or carry pepper spray. Be aware in 
social situations and make sure no woman is left 
behind. Watch your drink, stick together, and 
don’t go to the bathroom alone. And if you are 
trapped in a place where you psychologically 
can’t verbalize your discomfort, your opinion 
matters. I believe in your ability to stand up for 
yourself. 
Lydia Marcus– Staff Writer
Reflections on studying abroad
One of the perhaps under-advertised 
consequences of living away from home 
for a bit is that, when you return, you get to 
play tourist in your home country. “Reverse 
culture shock” it’s sometimes called. Though, 
in my admittedly limited experience, it is not 
necessarily a shocking phenomenon. It is a 
fairly reasonable one. After getting acclimated 
to another nation’s norms, history, traditions, 
and whatnot, you are better able to identify 
your own nation’s norms and evaluate its 
assumptions. To be slightly more of a biologist 
about it: humankind is one species, but different 
historical and geographical factors have led 
to the development of diverse cultures which 
means that different people groups do things 
differently.
Perhaps this is starting to sound too academic 
for a travel blog. What can I say, I accept my 
status as a nerd. Being exuberantly passionate 
about academics is cool in Oxford. It’s not for 
everyone, but if it is for you, it is a lot of fun. 
That is one norm I embraced unreservedly.
Earlier this term I wrote probably too many 
articles that were basically lists of things that 
were different about the U.K. Now, as I enjoy 
the weird sensation of finding Minnesota and its 
inhabitants rather foreign and quaint, I thought 
I’d remark on some observations about the 
United States.
The United States is a young country. Not as 
young as Canada, but still much younger than 
many countries in Europe. (Though Kosovo has 
us beat.) Perhaps as a result, it is easier to view 
history myopically here. We have less ground 
to cover in U.S. history classes than British 
students do in their national history classes. 
American school children memorize 1776 
Jenna Stephens– Staff Writer
“Jenna, it’s not a big deal,” he said.
There we stood in front of the bathroom 
mirror, in a sort of showdown, both wanting 
to get our way and both thinking the other was 
being incredibly stubborn.
“No,” I replied, walking out of the bathroom.
Brushing our teeth together before we were 
husband and wife? I would do no such thing.
When Conner and I were dating and engaged, 
I so badly wanted to save a bunch of trivial, 
everyday actions for marriage. I didn’t want to 
brush our teeth together, because I thought it 
would be so much more magical if it was done 
next to my husband.
Conner eventually convinced me that my 
mindset was a little ridiculous. In fact, it led him 
to set out a list of things I had to do before he 
would marry me. (Even though we were already 
engaged and had a wedding date set) The list 
was mostly a joke, but he had good and serious 
intentions behind it.
Let me give a few examples—
1. I had to drive his Mustang. Doesn’t sound 
too bad, huh? I’ll tell you, it was scary for me. 
When we were leaving Orange City’s Town 
Square Coffeehouse after taking engagement 
pictures, he handed me the keys. Did I do it? 
You bet. But the gas pedal is touchier than 
my 1998 Buick and the ride was anything but 
smooth.
2. I had to cut his hair. There was a little 
more at stake for this one. If I accidentally cut 
too much, EVERYONE would see it for a few 
weeks. Did I do it? No. But I did use clippers to 
The last word on marriage
clean up the back of his neck, so I’d say that’s 
close enough.
3. I had to put my hair up—pulled back and 
away from my neck—to expose my entire face. 
I’ve been intimidated by this idea since I was a 
little girl. I have weird fears, I know. Did I do it? 
Yes. But it only stayed up for a few seconds after 
I turned red in the face and started sweating up a 
storm of anxiety and embarrassment.
To tell the truth, the list hurt my feelings. It 
frustrated me. It forced me to face something 
I’ve struggled with for years—a lack of 
confidence, and a resulting fear of failure.
Was I scared to brush my teeth in front of him? 
No, that example had different, sentimental 
reasoning behind it. But the items on the list put 
me out of my comfort zone. I was terrified to try 
new things in front of Conner. He told me he 
didn’t care how great I was—he just wanted me 
to be confident. Confident in myself and willing 
to risk failure.
My confidence has grown over the past five 
months of marriage, but I have so far to go. 
Decorating our apartment stressed me out to 
tears because I wanted to live up to his mom’s 
decorating style. I still get nervous trying 
new recipes, because I want to prove myself 
as a wife. It’s something that we are working 
through together. I’m thankful for his patience, 
encouragement, and tough love when I need it.
I failed as a girlfriend, as a fiancée, and already 
so many times as a wife. Thank the Lord for 
a confidence-inducing husband who picks me 
up, kisses me on the forehead, and shows love-
filled grace every time I fail. 
as their country’s birth year; British school 
children remember 1066 as the year the Anglo-
Saxons booted out the nasty Normans. That’s 
nearly a millennium more of history to cover.
Speaking of ground to cover… the United 
States is a massive country. And, perhaps 
because there is just so much land, everything 
is scaled up. Houses are farther apart from 
each other, roads are broader, cars are larger, 
buildings are larger. There are cultural reasons 
for this too, I think. But, if I get started musing 
about that, this column will definitely take a 
turn toward the academic. So, I’ll hold off on 
that.
American accents are kind of fun. (That 
coming from someone who apparently sounded 
increasingly Canadian/Minnesotan as the term 
progressed. “Like in Fargo,” according to my 
Nature of Religion prof. Excellent.) They tend 
to be fairly standardized, too. Perhaps this is 
related to the nation’s newness.
Customer service employees are frequently 
friendly and cheery here. Not that they were 
rude in England. They just often seemed slightly 
less enthused about their jobs.
Old things are more revered. Or, we make 
more of a fuss when something is historically 
important. This could be because, unlike in 
England, very old buildings are harder to come 
by. People still live in buildings from the 1600s 
in Oxford. If there was a building from 1600 in 
Minnesota, it would very possibly become the 
state’s most celebrated historical site.
It is delightful to learn about how other people 
live and view the world. If you get a chance to 
travel or even simply befriend a foreigner, I’d 
highly recommend it. Take that for what it’s 
worth. 
Elizabeth Helmkamp– Staff Writer
On Jan. 18, a storm with record wind speeds 
swept across the Netherlands. Several Dordt 
students were studying in the Netherlands at the 
time, as a part of the SPICE semester. Senior 
Britta Provart, a Dordt student who is taking 
classes in Zwolle, shared her experience with 
the storm:
“[That day], we had a terrible wind storm. 
Some parts of the Netherlands had winds up 
to 125 kph [77 mph]! Earlier in the week they 
were calling for ‘code orange’ [and then ‘code 
red’] storms, which is supposedly very bad. My 
host mom told me that I needed to leave for 
school 20 minutes earlier than usual because it 
would take me so long to bike.”
During Provart’s bike ride to school, she 
experienced the winds at their worst.
“I tried to bike over the bridge but fell over. 
There were five other people on the bridge that 
also fell off their bikes because of the wind. 
Most people were walking their bikes to their 
destination because the wind was too strong. 
There were chairs and tables from outside 
restaurants on the sidewalks. Parked bikes had 
fallen over... I have never experienced winds 
like that! I learned that day, and other days 
here, that it is practically impossible to bike 
with strong winds. Even the locals have trouble 
biking when it becomes so windy!”
Martin Gelderman, a native of the Netherlands 
A storm for the ages: 
Netherlands Edition 
from a village called Zalk—three miles from 
Zwolle in the province of Overijssel—was not 
at home when the storm began to rage.
“I was teaching at a grammar school when 
the storm hit. In the neighborhood of the school 
there was quite a lot of damage to cars which 
had been hit by falling tree branches, but there 
was nothing [too] serious going on.”
Provart also noted the frequent sounds of 
trees cracking and objects being buffeted by 
the winds. Her host parents later told her that 
many people who had to drive cars to work did 
not have to go into work at all. There were also 
a few deaths in other parts of the Netherlands 
because of the winds.
“Semi-trucks were being blown over on the 
highways and big advertising signs were falling 
over,” Provart said. “[But] In Zwolle, the most 
damage was from trees falling over. To my 
knowledge, no one was injured.”
“My first reaction was that it surprised me,” 
Gelderman said. “The school is surrounded by 
houses so the wind was fast, but not so fast that 
it could blow you away. So when I saw those 
videos from the coast, I was quite surprised by 
how hard the wind actually was... when I drove 
home, I had to drive back a distance of 10 miles 
over a highway, when I got stuck in traffic after 
2 miles. It took me 2,5 hours to drive the rest of 
the 8 miles back because the wind had blown 





Jenna Stephens– Staff Writer
He had a dream. He dreamt that one day the 
nation would live out the creed that all men are 
created equal. Martin Luther King, Jr. helped 
lead a movement that brought significant 
change to our nation and formed a foundation 
for countless movements to come.
Although Dordt’s campus was closed on 
the official holiday, our nation celebrated 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday, Jan. 
15. Each year, this holiday honors the life and 
achievements of civil rights activist Martin 
Luther King, Jr., remembers a painful past 
and brings issues of inequality to the forefront 
of society. President Ronald Reagan signed 
legislation in 1983 to make the third Monday of 
January, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, a federal 
holiday.
“But traces of bigotry still mar America,” 
remarked Reagan upon signing the bill. “So, 
each year on Martin Luther King Day, let us not 
only recall Dr. King, but rededicate ourselves to 
the Commandments he believed in and sought 
to live every day: Thou shall love thy God with 
all thy heart, and thou shall love thy neighbor 
as thyself.”
This bill was not drawn up overnight. It came 
out of a fifteen-year struggle to get it on the 
calendar, signed only after mounting public 
pressure, petitions and marches born from the 
Civil Rights Movement.
This trend of movements, once led by King, 
continues today nearly 50 years after his 
assassination. The list of recent ones is extensive: 
Black Lives Matter, Animal Rights, Anti-
Bullying, Pro-Life or Pro-Choice, #MeToo. 
These movements have affected the U.S. and 
the world both positively and negatively. In 
some cases, they created unity, and in others, 
divided friends and family. Sometimes they 
saved lives, and other times they swapped out 
successful careers for court appearances. No 
matter their outcomes, one concept is seen over 
and over: movements cause change.
“Not only do they empower people that don’t 
The Dream Lives On
necessarily have a voice to have more of a 
voice, but I also think it raises awareness for 
the rest of the public,” said senior Leah Breon. 
“I think especially in today’s society, with mass 
media and the internet, movements have more 
of an impact.”
On Feb. 2, Dordt’s campus will again 
celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and 
his work in the Civil Rights Movement. The 
film Hidden Figures (2016) will be shown on 
campus, followed by a brief discussion. This 
film tells the untold true story of three African-
American mathematicians who worked at 
NASA and served a vital role in the Space Race. 
These women crossed lines of gender and race, 
a relevant topic as we observe King’s activism 
in the Civil Rights Movement and acknowledge 
the many movements occurring around the 
world today.
In addition to the film, banners designed by 
Dordt students are posted around 55th Avenue 
to commemorate King.
Breon sees importance in celebrating this 
holiday. “It’s so central to how our country has 
been able to bounce back from our less than 
ideal past,” she said. “And I think it shows how 
we should accept and empower the diverse 
cultures in our nation which I think is something 
that is pretty foundational to who we are.” 
Elizabeth Helmkamp– Staff Writer
The Eatable app has recently received its 
latest update: students can now pre-order food 
from the Defender Grille or 55th Avenue.
“It was really handy because I didn’t have to 
wait in line,” junior Hannah Beltman said.
“You can order something before you even get 
there so that you don’t have to wait in line - you 
can just pick it up. It saves time, it saves energy; 
it’s really cool,” sophomore Hannah Veldhuisen 
said.
“I think the Eatable app is cool, but when you 
order food in class, it actually takes longer than 
just waiting in the line. If you just go through 
the line, you’ll be out sooner with your food 
than if you ordered it half an hour before,” said 
junior Rachel Roerig.
“I don’t like it because it takes longer than 
other stuff. The people who are in line get their 
food before the mobile order ones, from what 
I’ve noticed. But it’s nice for when it’s not 
busy, and when I was off campus, when the 
Grille was almost closed. If I knew I wouldn’t 
get back until right before it closed, so I just 
ordered on my phone, and that worked well.” 
said senior Mary Van Wyk.
“I personally like using the card better, just 
because it’s a lot faster for everybody,” said 
sophomore Mike Martinez said.
“I agree it is faster [to use a card], but to 
pre-order stuff, it’s kind of cool,” said Mitch 
Weymer.
“I think it’s just making life more convenient 
for college students, because we forget things, 
and we rely a lot on our phones nowadays,” 
Veldhuisen said.
“For fun, people place an order a minute 
before it closes and then say ‘Hey, I’m gonna 
be there in 15 minutes’ and they have to wait for 
you,” freshman Alan Park said.
“I haven’t used pre-ordering, but that’s 
definitely a feature that I want to try out,” said 
junior Abbey Bos. 
Janelle Cammenga -- Copy Editor
After spending a week in Des Moines at 
Region 5’s American College Theatre Festival 
(ACTF), I can safely say that I’ve learned some 
things. 
I’ve learned that Domino’s delivers to hotels 
after midnight, but you should make sure they 
don’t get locked out of the hotel while trying to 
get to your room. Also, “Fuzzy’s Tacos” does 
not actually sell tacos covered in fuzz, no matter 
what one might assume. 
I’ve learned that burgers with buns made of 
deep fried macaroni and cheese are nauseatingly 
fantastic and should only be attempted once in a 
year—or maybe once in a lifetime. I now know 
I can consume a Spicy Chicken Jr. and fries 
within the space of a two-block walk.
I’ve learned some tangible theatre skills. I 
know what kind of things are important when 
blocking a scene in the round—a setup that puts 
the audience around the stage. I’ve now lifted 
someone heavier than myself, which is possible 
as long as you do it right. Pro tip: Don’t attempt 
this if you’re embarrassingly out of shape and 
have just done a full hour of stretching and 
squats that have left your legs literally shaking. 
Not that I would know that from personal 
experience. Nope. Just… observed.
But a lot of things I already knew: The 
atmosphere and values of the festival came as 
no surprise. Swearing filled the scenes from 
the Irene Ryan acting competition as did sexual 
topics and themes, although the scenes on the 
whole were much milder than last year.
Brad Dell, chair of Region 5, exhorted festival 
goers to “Be the light; let your freak flag fly!” 
during his closing speech on Friday night.
In the case of ACTF, this “freak flag” 
involves seeking racial equality and respect for 
immigrants, but it also celebrates transgender 
people, unashamed promiscuity and same sex 
Oh, the drama: what we did at 
ACTF and why
couples, things the Bible does not praise.
Why does a Christian theatre department take 
part?
The first answer is networking and learning: 
For those looking to be involved in theatre 
long-term, the people they meet at workshops 
and shows are their future colleagues and 
competition. The more years a student attends 
ACTF, the more people they will recognize and 
connect with others. There is value in learning 
skills from those who are actively involved in 
the industry, especially those with different skill 
sets from our theatre faculty. ACTF is the best 
option available to accomplish both of these 
things.
The second answer is more involved: The 
world is bigger than our theatre department. 
Theatre in general seems to attract the outcasts 
of society, those whose voices don’t get to be 
heard in other settings. But what started out as 
plain inclusion has shifted to a desire to push 
the envelope, which leads to the mob mentality 
and edginess that characterizes ACTF. Students 
who plan to stay in the industry should be aware 
of this tendency early and consider how to deal 
with the issue.
While we may not agree with ACTF’s specific 
values or even the methods they choose to 
defend those values, we can get behind their 
love of inclusion. Interacting with the people 
at ACTF helps us understand how they got to 
where they are ideologically. We should strive 
to understand, even if we don’t agree. Meeting 
and working with people with whom we 
disagree can offer us broader perspectives and 
give us unique opportunities to minister to their 
different needs. There’s no reason you can’t 
minister in a setting of dance workshops, plays 
and competitions.
Besides, is there anything more loving 
and Christian we can do than to befriend the 
outcasts? 
Student’s thoughts on Eatable’s 
new online ordering feature
Zachary Sanford– Staff Writer
Endless editing hours, countless cuts, four 
movies, one award: 
The Short Film class showed a film, and three 
Senior Projects were on display here at Dordt.
The Short Film class presented their motion 
picture Mon. Dec 11th, in the Campus Center. 
A big crowd came to support the film making 
class and their hit performance. The Fruited 
Plain hosted the premier of “Echoes”, directed 
by Aaron Radtke, and “Go Up In Smoke”, 
directed by Ellen Dengah.
SB 1606 showed all three short films. 
“Echoes”, “Go Up In Smoke”, and “Geminos”.
“You’re Invited”, directed by Jake Brouwer, 
was a surprise birthday party gone wrong from 
the very beginning. As the main character was 
drugged from a cupcake and hauled around in 
the back of a van the party goers covered in 
masks had an abundant miss happenings that 
spoiled the party plans.
Main character woke-up in the van, suspecting 
she was in danger, she ran. She stumbles into 
the party, and out only to be hit by a passing 
car. This film provided stellar chase scenes and 
comedy at laid back cuts.
“Go Up In Smoke”, directed by Ellen Dengah, 
this film was an insightful depiction of a man 
who’s daughter wants to get married, the man 
having flashbacks of his marriage life and 
his struggle with smoking, discourages his 
daughter. The theme of smoking is prevalent in 
the film and can refer to fall of man.
“I feel good, people were kind,” said senior 
Ellen Dengah. “A feeling of gratitude for 
everybody who helped me out. The feedback 
is really helpful and I’m very thankful for the 
people who believe in me.”
“Echoes”, directed by Aaron Radtke, shows 
 Dordt screens four short films
a character who hears voices calling his name. 
He goes to a party and meets his friend who 
turns out to be after his life. The main character 
gets chased by party goers’, while hearing 
voices calling him. After his friend and he 
fight, he wakes up in a hospital room next to 
his girlfriend. On the TV he sees his friend who 
caused a car accident.
“The filming itself was the biggest hurdle,” 
said senior Aaron Radtke. “Doing this myself 
was a pretty big deal. It is complete, on my 
own, but with immense help. I will want to do 
more editing before sending it off to short film 
festivals.”
“Geminos”, directed by Lucas Simonson, is 
about a girl who just can’t find what’s wrong 
with her. A scientist working on Project 
Geminos has cloned his daughter. The girl finds 
out she is not one of a kind but instead died and 
cloned multiple times after failed attempts.
“I always want to surprise my audience,” said 
senior Lucas Simonson.” I’m gonna send it off 
and hopefully win some awards.” Some of the 
submissions the these film festivals cost money. 
The directors will have to raise money if they 
want to send in their tapes.
“Working on these by themselves from 
beginning to end is impressive and I’m very 
proud of them,” said Digital Media Prof. Mark 
Volkers. “Watching them from freshman year 
not knowing how work a lot of things to now is 
really good. They are good students.”
Adam Ter Haar was the recipient of a first year 
award: The Golden Adam. He won the award 
for starring in all four films. He is studying 
Criminal Justice and Social Work. 
Even though Ter Haar is not a film major 
being friends with those who are provided him 
with an award.




Caleb Pollema -- Staff Writer
The Dordt College men’s basketball team (11-
14 overall, 5-8 GPAC) won one of their two 
games last week.
The Defenders won a tight contest against 
Mount Marty in Yankton, S.D., by a final score 
of 77-73 last Wednesday. Dordt came out hot, 
but faltered midway through the first half. The 
game had 11 total lead changes.
The game came down to Mount Marty’s’ 
final possession where the Lancers set an 
illegal screen, which allowed sophomore guard 
Marcus Winterfield to ice the game with a pair 
of free throws for the bonus.
Dordt had a rough night shooting the ball, 
only shooting 29-69 from the field. However, 
the Defenders made up for their lack of offense 
by a great night defensively by forcing 16 
turnovers by the Lancers.
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“We forced 16 turnovers to our nine and that 
difference was obviously critical,” Douma said.
With the win, the Defenders looked to their 
upcoming game against Midland on Saturday 
afternoon.
The Defenders fell to the Warriors by a final 
score of 99-95. They went 32-for-60 from the 
field and 10-for-26 from the three-point range.
The Defenders led the game 76-73 with just 
over six minutes left in the game on back-to-
back three pointers from Jesse Jansma.
The three pointers were not enough as Midland 
took control the rest of the game, stretching the 
lead back to eight points in the final minutes of 
the game.
The Defenders’ next game is at home tonight 
against the cross-county rivals Northwestern 
Red Raiders.
Northwestern edged out Dordt earlier in the 
year by a final score of 111-116 in overtime in 
Orange City. It could be a different story in front 
of a home crowd in the De Witt this time. The 
game is expected to live up to the hype in this 
fiercely-competitive rivalry. Tip-off is at 8:00 
p.m. in the De Witt for the men.
Evangeline Colarossi -- Staff Writer
Squeals of laughter, rustling pom-poms and 
eager smiles filled Dordt’s Recreation Center 
last Saturday. The Defender Dance Team hosted 
their third annual Youth Dance Camp and the 
Rec Center was packed with little girls all 
morning.
Eighty-two grade schoolers poured into 
the aerobics room where the 10 dance team 
members played games to hype them up for the 
coming day. When all the kids had registered, 
grabbed their dance team shirts and parents 
finally said goodbye, the dancing began.
Children were split into three different 
age groups where they learned a routine 
choreographed by team members Stephanie 
Hood, Martina Hoogland and Hayley Visser. 
The rest of the team helped to corral and instruct 
the girls throughout the day.
Water breaks, snack time and random 
questions were scattered throughout the day 
as the children got to know one another and 
the dance team. Along with their dance, they 
learned the importance of being part of a team 
and supporting others. By performance time, 
the girls had mastered cheering for their friends 
in each of the dances, taking that enthusiasm 
right onto the court.
“We do the dance camp because young girls 
look up to us and it makes them feel special 
and loved,” said dance team captain Martina 
Hoogland.
For some of these girls, this is the only time 
they will take a dance class or be part of a 
dance team. One of the goals of this camp is to 
help the kids be confident in dancing as a team 
and enjoy themselves. Children see the dance 
team’s sparkly dresses and pom-poms and gush 
about how they love them. Like any athlete, the 
Dance team passes on the 
moves
dancers are being watched by the children and 
are using this opportunity to help them embrace 
dance and each other.
The Dordt College Dance Camp has been a 
tradition for the past three years, allowing the 
youngsters to interact one-on-one with dance 
team members in an energetic day camp. For 
several hours in the morning, the girls learned a 
routine, went home for a short lunch break and 
returned to perform at halftime for the Dordt vs. 
Midland men’s basketball game.
“It is a fun and high-energy camp aimed to 
give participants the experience of being a part 
of a dance team,” head coach Mel Knobloch 
said. “It is also a great opportunity for them 
to perform in front of an audience at a college 
event.”
While many girls admitted to being nervous 
as they waited to perform, their jitters faded 
away once they took their starting positions. 
Smiles developed and hands were thrown into 
the air to wave at parents and grandparents in 
the bleachers. With a theme of “Soak up the 
Sun,” the dance routine was set to a melody 
of “Pocketful of Sunshine,” “Walking on 
Sunshine,” “California Gurls,” “Cake by the 
Ocean” and “Soak Up the Sun.”
At the end of the day, the practice floors were 
covered in cookie crumbs and shredded pom-
poms. Trash cans overflowed with juice bottles 
and the mirrors were streaked with fingerprints. 
The long day and busy schedule were well 
worth it when the girls exited their performance 
to find high fives from the Dordt football players 
cheering for them in the halls.
No matter the team, no matter the sport, the 
excitement of their accomplishment was shared 
by each athlete, whether a kindergartener or a 
college student.
RECAP - Men’s basketball 
splits last week’s contests
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Clarissa Kraayenbrink -- Sports Editor
Men’s volleyball is beginning its third season 
of varsity competition this week. Under the 
direction of head coach Chad Hanson, this 
year’s goals have been raised since last season.
Hanson is looking forward to this season and 
seeing how his players have progressed since 
last season, as well as how the new freshman 
class mixes in with the veterans. He says his 
players know what’s needed after last season 
and what the competition around the conference 
is like.
“I love seeing that growing spirit and team 
unity,” Hanson said.
The team is looking forward to executing new 
offensive and defensive systems this season, 
along with a new style and tempo that Hanson 
believes will work well for his team. He expects 
this season to bring depth that the team has not 
been able to have before. The team will have 
to compete night in and night out while still 
staying fresh on the court and building team 
unity and camaraderie off the court.
“I don’t know what we’ll get record-wise, 
but I just hope that we continue to grow and 
develop and just keep giving it our all,” said 
outside hitter Ben Tiemersma.
The men’s volleyball team plays in a hybrid 
conference that combines the American 
Midwest Conference, the Great Plains Athletic 
Conference and the Kansas Collegiate 
Athletic Conference. Out of all those teams, 
this conference has three teams ranked in the 
nation’s top-5. Briar Cliff and Morningside join 
Dordt to represent the GPAC in this conference. 
Dordt kicked off its season against Morningside 
this week and will face Lindenwood-Belleville 
on Friday, both in the De Witt gymnasium.
The mentality of the players is to put God first, 
the team second and the sport third. Hanson says 
he looks forward to seeing how his players can 
grow physically, mentally and spiritually over 
the course of the season. The team hangs out 
in the offseason and Tiemersma credits getting 
to know his teammates is just as important as 
improving in the sport.
Hanson is confident that the team can get a 
conference win this season and post more than 
one match win overall. However, it’s the most 
competition the team has faced yet. As Dordt 
keeps getting better, so do other teams.
“It’s a hefty match,” Hanson said. “We play 
each [conference] team twice, so we need to 
assert ourselves in the conference overall.”
Both Hanson and Tiemersma have positive 
outlooks for season ahead. The program is still 
young and getting built up, but this might just 
be the best season Dordt men’s volleyball has 
seen yet.
Men’s volleyball serves up 
new season
Caleb Pollema and Sawyer Strelnieks -- Staff 
Writers
With only a couple of games left, the Dordt 
Blades hockey team look to finish their season 
on a high note.
The Blades capped a rough first half of the 
season with a 0-6 loss to Missouri State in 
Springfield, MO, on Dec. 9. Sophomore David 
Burns was in the net and had 57 saves on 63 
shots on goal. 
The Blades came back strong after Christmas 
break, shutting down South Dakota State with 
back-to-back wins on Jan. 19 and 20. The first 
game of the weekend against SDSU in Sioux 
Center was not one to miss. The Blades won in 
overtime after freshman center Mark Schouten 
scored the winning goal just under two minutes 
into overtime.
With the two wins after break, the Blades 
improved to 5-17 on the season and 0-6 in 
conference play. Despite the rocky first half 
of the season, the Blades are confident as they 
enter their last couple of games of the regular 
season due to several players returning from 
injury.
“We have had four or five guys that have been 
out for the last couple of weeks,” Burns said. “It 
has been a struggle to keep a full hockey team 
on the ice.”
As finals approached in December, head coach 
Nate van Niejenhuis cut back on practices not 
only to let the players recover from the first half 
of the season, but also to allow guys to relieve 
some stress with finals looming.
Although the Blades’ playoff hopes aren’t 
looking bright, the great bond these players have 
created throughout the season has grown and 
will continue to grow in the seasons to come. 
The whole team is excited to invite new players 
every year to become a part of the Blades team.
“Everyone fits together like a family,” said 
freshman center Jacob Petrie. “When we travel 
on trips, it’s like going on a family trip.”
This great chemistry and friendship will 
continue into the coming seasons as the Blades 
boast a very young roster, Petrie said.
Petrie and the others returning next season are 
excited for what the next couple of years have 
in store for the Blades as a team. The team is 
looking to do some heavy recruiting in the next 
couple of years to help build the program up.
The Blades have two games left this season, 
both on the road against Northern Illinois on 
Feb. 2 and 3.
Young blades team looks for 
strong finish
Photo By: Sawyer Strelnieks
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NISO brings in the bacon
Janelle Cammenga -- Copy Editor
This spring, amidst the cornfields of northwest 
Iowa, the Dordt Theatre Company is presenting 
a play about… farmers. 
And the farming storyline is fun, but it’s more 
than just cows and tractors. The script promises 
a tale of friendship, loyalty, truth, lies and 
forgiveness, all wrapped in bales of humorous 
dialogue and memorable characters.
“The humor and heart of the piece both 
compete for my affection,” director Josiah 
Wallace said. “It’s wildly funny, but the heart of 
the story is of loss and caring for one another.”
This production of three actors stands in 
contrast to Wallace’s mainstage of 17 actors 
last fall. Because of its small cast size, three 
male roles, he did not think he would have an 
opportunity to direct this play at Dordt. But 
this spring is an exception: With two other 
productions happening, one of which was 
written for an all-female cast, this was the 
perfect time to put on The Drawer Boy. And 
no, that’s not “drawer” like a chest of drawers. 
It’s pronounced like “draw-er”—a person who 
draws.
“It’s a play I’ve liked for a long time,” Wallace 
said. 
He chose his cast after auditions on Dec. 15. 
Senior Peter Rexford, sophomore Zach Dirksen 
and sophomore Harrison Burns will star as 
Angus, Morgan and Miles, respectively.
Designers started planning for the February 
production back in late October. 
The goal this time is realism, meaning that set 
and props designers face challenges like getting 
a working sink on stage and actually “baking” 
bread mid-performance. But designers aren’t 
the only ones with hurdles to jump.
“It’s a very naturalistic play and demands very 
realistic acting,” Wallace said. “This will be a 
challenge, as two of the characters are much 
older than the college students that will have to 
play them.”
More information on Drawer Boy should be 
available soon. Performances will be February 
21-24 in the TePaske Theatre.
 “It’s a funny and moving piece of theatre,” 
Wallace said.
Mooove over for “Drawer Boy”
Allison Wordes -- Staff Writer
Allison Wordes—Staff Writer
Everyone found something they could savor 
during Northwest Iowa Symphony Orchestra’s 
(NISO) eclectic winter pops concert on 
Saturday, Jan. 27. Familiar songs that audience 
members recognized include selections from 
the movies “Schindler’s List”, “Fiddler on the 
Roof” and “Phantom of the Opera”. 
This performance provided “a full menu of 
romantic music,” according to conductor Dr. 
Christopher Stanichar, who emerged from the 
side doors of the auditorium in a smart white 
jacket and a navy-blue vest. 
The Celebrity Conductor event, also a 
highlight of the evening, is NISO’s most 
important fundraising performance. Four 
individuals create their “persona” based on their 
career, dressing to make themselves stand out in 
the crowd. 
“When they get into it, they are so clever,” 
said Karen de Mol, NISO organizer. The guest 
conductors were introduced–spiffily dressed as a 
pink faerie princess, a truck parts manufacturer, 
a slice of bacon, and “Sir Cumference,” a math 
teacher sporting the pi symbol on his jersey 
and brandishing a Viking horn. These fully 
costumed NISO supporters racked up “votes” 
at a dollar each during the time before the 
performance and during intermission. 
The winner was Nathan Frens from Sioux 
Center, who claimed he smelled like bacon 
because of his career as a Plant Manager. His 
bravery to wear a bacon costume and embarrass 
his children won him the honor of “guest 
“The Last Jedi” Reviewed 
Josh Meribole — Staff Writer
People cheered as the words on the screen 
rolled once again. The world of light sabers, the 
force, and the rebellion is back. 
The eight movie in the Star Wars franchise, 
“The Last Jedi,” debuted on screen on Thursday 
Dec. 16, following a line of chronological 
release dates, and already had thousands of sold 
tickets in the box office on opening night.
The 2 hour and 32 min movie, said by some 
to be as good as “The empire Strikes Back”, 
picks up from where “The Force Awakens” 
dramatically ends – Rey meeting Luke 
Skywalker.
 Even though “The Last Jedi” adds to the Star 
Wars story, does it live up to its hype? Some 
fans who have watched “The Last Jedi” may 
Photo By: Kaitlyn Baljeu
like it, while others may not.  
I m not a Star Wars fan, and when watching 
the latest movie in the franchise, I was left with 
questions as the film took strange and new turns. 
Turns that have pleased some fans and have left 
others in questions. But does every movie have 
to have the answers?
Here is a quick rundown on the characters, 
who they are, and possible changes to them: 
When “The Last Jedi” begins, we are 
introduced to the main characters again: Rey, 
Finn, Poe Dameron, Luke Skywalker, Princess 
Leia, and a new character called Rose.
Luke Skywalker is old, grumpy and has 
separated himself from the force, and is least 
concerned with the war that is going on between 
the Rebels and the First Order. This is different, 
from his young self in the first Star Wars 
Franchise. The change did not seem to bother 
fans much and is quite interesting to see the new 
take on his character. “The Last Jedi” reveals 
the answers why he left the Jedi Order in the 
first place.
Rey, the protagonist, now on the mysterious 
Jedi Island, filmed in Skellig Michael, Ireland, 
wants Skywalker to teach her to become a 
Jedi. Luke is unhappy with her, as he fancies 
loneliness and Porgs, island birds, than wilding 
a light saber. 
Princess Leia is an all-wise, hopeful leader, 
and is the recipient of shocking, questionable 
twists in the story. The twist of her character left 
some fans dumbfounded.
Kylo Ren, the disturbed, wannabe Darth 
Vader, that resembles the character of a child 
who wants to be like his father, is said to be 
conducting” the piece “Caravan” with a plastic 
pig as his baton. NISO raised over $15,000—
more than they have raised in any past year with 
a fundraiser. 
The soloist of the night, Jessica Mathaes, 
swept in and charmed the audience with 
Svendsen’s “Romance, Op. 26” on her 200-year 
old violin. Her artistic flairs included delicate 
trills and raising her eyebrows to emphasize 
high notes. 
“Anything you can do with violin—she can 
do it!” Stanichar said. “She’s really top-notch.”
Mathaes is a native of Northwest Iowa who has 
had a broad experience in her career as a soloist, 
recording artist, educator and concertmaster. 
She has been featured with multiple orchestras, 
including the National Music Festival orchestra.
“She’s a tremendous solo artist,” said Dr. 
Bradley Miedema, music director and NISO 
coordinator.
One fascinating aspect of her experience 
includes traveling as a music ambassador for 
the US to Singapore with her music. She has 
also released several albums of solo music in 
the past ten years, two of which were for sale 
at the concert.
NISO performed two tangos, one of them 
featuring an accordion. 
“If you make a mistake, get all tangled up, just 
tango on,” Stanichar said, quoting the 1992 film 
Scent of a Woman.
The performance tastefully concluded with 
a medley from Phantom of the Opera, which 
created an upbeat finale with the steady drum 
beat and the voices of the trumpets. 
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facing an inward battle between good and evil. 
The movie resembles a twisted youth who is 
not entirely bad. Kylo struggles with his past as 
Luke Skywalker haunts him and Snoke puppets 
him.
Finn is the same old Finn from the previously 
released “The Force Awakens” but with the 
hunger for revenge against the First Order, 
followed by a passionate relationship with Rey. 
However, in the movie we see the new character 
Rose interested in Finn
 Poe Dameron is further explored as a person 
interested with an end goal of saving the 
rebellion and not concerned with consequences. 
He is a skillful pilot collecting kills even a Star 
Wars gamer would have trouble keeping up 
with.
The changes in the characters are not what 
frustrates fans, but the story and how it is 
told does. There are noticeable changes in 
the movie that will leave some fans wincing, 
asking why and others people pleased. Some 
of the noticeable changes are with the humor. 
When watching “The Last Jedi”, the style of the 
movie, how the jokes were told, and when they 
were told reminded me of the same feelings I 
had when I watch Marvel moves; the humor 
style mirrored each other (at serious moment, 
phrases turn the serious moment to something 
funny.) The comedy movie is different from 
past Star Wars movies.
A huge difference in the movie is with the 
Force and what you can do with it. Some may 
be happy with the new things in which the 
Force is used, others may raise question about 
it. The change in the attribute in the force does 
not appear to have any link up with past Star 
Wars movies, its new. 
“The Last Jedi” is set in a different time than 
other Star Wars movies, with new ideas and 
story. For fans who wish to embrace the change, 
it is a great movie.
“The Last Jedi” as a whole, begins slow and 
was annoying to watch. Furthermore, just before 
it hits its stride, there are many questionable 
scenes and story paths that seem irrelevant, and 
don’t make sense. Sadly, I can’t explain what 
paths I had problems with because it may ruin 
the movie for some. While watching it, I had a 
lot of questions, that I hope will be answered in 
the next Star Wars film. 
However, towards the end it picks up speed 
and is filled with lots of action. The action 
often comes with gasps and laughter from the 
audience. The ending of the film, for a person 
who does not like Star Wars is enjoyable. 
Altogether, the movie will be loved by some 
fans, and leaving others in a difficult position 
and where it ranks in their Star Wars scale. 
Like the rest of the Star Wars Franchise, there 
are several questions that are missing, and I 
wonder if they will be answered. For the sake of 
spoiling the movie, the questions sadly cannot 
be answered. 
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People cheered as the words on screen rolled 
once again. The world of light sabers, the force, 
and the rebellion is back in theatres. It’s almost 
an annual ritual at this point, ever since the Walt 
Disney Company purchased Star Wars—and 
the entire Lucasfilm studio—back in 2012.   
The latest installment, the ninth movie in the 
Star Wars franchise and the eight in the saga, 
debuted on Dec. 15 and has already grossed 
over a billion dollars worldwide.  
“The Last Jedi” takes place immediately after 
the events of JJ Abrams 2015 smash hit, “The 
Force Awakens”. At long last, fans finally get to 
witness the return of the legendary Mark Hamill 
to his equally legendary role as Jedi Master 
Luke Skywalker.  
But does it live up to the impossibly high 
expectations of the enormous and diverse fan 
base? That, of course, depends on who you ask. 
From a filmmaking standpoint, director 
Rian Johnson, a newcomer to the franchise, 
has delivered a visually stunning, emotionally 
captivating and edge-of-your seat entertaining 
spectacle of lights, lasers, and spaceships. The 
action is fast paced and exciting. The story is 
FULL of twists and unpredictability,  
Episode VIII takes inspiration from previous 
installments, mixing practical and computer 
effects to maximize audience engagement, 
while still bringing in plenty of freshness with 
a unique production design and some new 
aesthetics.  
But fans of the franchise will no doubt be 
divided on this episode, because, well, it’s 
different. Very different.  
If you haven’t already seen it, you should know 
right now that “The Last Jedi” will leave you 
with more questions than answers. It certainly 
sets the stage for an exciting sequel: the yet 
unnamed Episode IX, which will conclude the 
sequel trilogy in 2019.  There’s plenty of story 
and character decisions that will delight some 
fans and disappoint others.  
For starters, there’s longtime (questionable) 
protagonist Luke Sky Walker (Mark Hamill). 
He’s aged, certainly, but with that age has come 
some jaded cynicism, a surprising new take on 
the farm boy turned hero of the original trilogy. 
Then there’s Rey (Daisy Ridley), the hero of 
“The Force Awakens”, who spends most of the 
film isolated with Skywalker, learning the ways 
of the mystical Force, displaying both classic 
and never before seen capabilities alike. She 
is no longer the perfect Mary Sue of Episode 
VI, as she wrestles with her mysterious past and 
struggles with the conflicting messages of Luke 
and the villainous Vader fan boy, Kylo Ren 
(Adam Driver).   
Kylo Ren faces an inward struggle, and 
internal conflict between good and evil, as he 
finds himself trapped between his desire to 
please his master Supreme Leader Snoke (Andy 
Serkis) and his ongoing fascination with Rey.   
Meanwhile, Princess/General Leia Organa 
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Telling the truth in 
Christian and secular 
publications
To learn more and apply, go to:
worldji.com
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 29
Dordt College, in Sioux Center, Iowa, will host the 
WORLD Journalism Institute for college students and 
recent graduates. Accepted students will receive  
free tuition, housing, lunches, dinners, and (for 
those who fly in) transportation from and to the  
Sioux City or Sioux Falls airports.
At WJI, students for two weeks hone writing and 
photography skills, and learn the basics of video 
and sound. Professional journalists with Christian 
perspective and years of experience provide one-on-
one mentoring. Students create news and feature 
stories, slide shows, videos, and radio podcasts:  
Almost all get clips and the best get internships.
Situated amid the beauty of the Great Plains, Dordt 
College is dedicated to preparing students for service 
in Christ’s kingdom. The Wall Street Journal recently 
named Dordt the nation’s top college for student 
engagement for the second year in a row. 
SUMMER COURSE FOR COLLEGE REPORTERS AND RECENT GRADUATES





(Carrie Fischer) returns as the wise, experienced, 
and determined leader of the Galactic 
Resistance, and provides the story with some 
of its craziest twists that are simultaneously 
confusing, amusing, and…well, you’ll just have 
to see for yourself. It’s not what you think.  
Under Leia’s leadership are the returning 
“bromance” duo of ex-stormtrooper Finn (John 
Boyega) and hot headed pilot Poe Dameron 
(Oscar Isaac), who, along with newcomer Rose 
(Lupita Nyong’o) go off on a largely irrelevant 
side mission involving mutiny, undercover 
work, and of course, a pointless love story, in 
perfect Disney fashion.  
Perhaps the most noticeable change, however, 
is the humor. While the Star Wars movies are 
no stranger to laughs, the departure of longtime 
series scriptwriter Lawrence Kasdan leaves 
this particular installment straying from the 
witty, snappy and sarcastic humor of “The 
Force Awakens” and the beloved Original 
Trilogy…and instead replaces it with cheap, 
uncharacteristic one-liners. The humor of “The 
Last Jedi” is not very different from that of 
the Marvel cinematic universe. Whether this 
change is intentional or not, the similarities are 
striking (especially as both franchises are now 
part of the Mouse House) and outright cringe 
inducing at times. A very strange choice for a 
movie that is otherwise dark and serious in tone. 
Overall, “The Last Jedi” brings Star Wars 
somewhere completely new. The character 
development is surprising, the humor is 
different, and the lore of the mystical Force 
(and it’s capabilities) is greatly expanded upon. 
It’s fun, confusing conglomerate filled with 
more twists and turns than the flightpath of the 
Millennium Falcon.  
There’s a fine line between subverting 
expectations and delighting fans. Whether 
or not “The Last Jedi” crosses that line will 
completely change depending on one’s point of 
view.  
But overall, “The Last Jedi” is exciting, 
captivating, and at the very least, worth seeing 
on the big screen.  
WORLD Journalism Institute
S U M M E R  2 0 1 8
hosted by
The media landscape looks barren to some, but it’s full of 
opportunities for enterprising journalists who can tell stories 
across a variety of platforms. At WJI our students hone their 
writing and photography skills and learn the basics of video 
and sound. Journalists with Christian perspective and years 
of experience provide one-on-one mentoring. Almost all 
WJI students get clips, and the best get internships.
       To learn more about how to join the WJI team this summer:
    www.worldji.com
  email: office@worldji.com
202-445-0454
@WJI
follow us on Facebook
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